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Schools is their intimate association with abaor-
mal manifestations of the sexual instinct. The
emotional nature of man is the common root of
devotion to a superhuman being as well as to
human beings and the habit of self-abandonment
to a divine being which grows with devotion easily
degenerates into self-abandoment of differeat kinds.
Hence there exists in India to-day debased forms
of 8 akti-worship, 8iva-worship, and Vish-
a u-worship much too revolting to be described.

This devotional movement has, as in another
countries, given a great stimulus to Art; Temple
architecture, especially in Southern India, and
Lyric (devotional) Poetry, especially Sanskrit,
Tamil and Hindil have reached a high order of
perfection ; only for want of cultivation of the
powers of observation, this poetry is not noted for
any wealthof poetic images,but is oppressed,as other
departments of life in India are, by a load of soul-
suffocating convention. Music, Dancing (N4tya)
and gesticulation (abhinaya) have also been
evolved under the influence of religious devotion ;
but the last art has degenerated into gross sensuali-
ty as its modern expounders are the women euphe-
mistically called ‘slaves of the Gods (devadasis)
attached to the Southern Temples.

The following notes regarding the early references to Siva
and Vishpa temples in inseriptions so far discovered and
deciphered have been drawn ap by my friend, Mr. T, A.
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Gopinatha Row, of Srirafigam and are extremely useful.
Relerences to Vishnu-cult,

1. Udayagiri cave inscription of............dhsls, son
of VishnudAsa, grandson of Chhagala and vassal of the
Gupts King, Chandra Gupta II, dated the Gupta era
82(401-2 A. D.) Sanskrit dedication of a rock-cat
-shrine to Vishnu.

2. Bhitart stone pillar inscription of Skandaguptas,
undated, recording the intallation of the fmage of the
‘God Sirnigt and the allotment of a village to it.

3, Jundgadh inscription of Skandagupts, dated
G. E, 138 (457-8 A. D.) Repairs to the lake Sudargana
by the governor Parpadatta’s agent, Chakrapélita.
Chakrapilita cansed to be built a temple to Charabhrit.

4. Gangdhdr inseription of Vigvakarmd. dated 423-4
A.D, The inscription belongs partly to the Vaishpava
and partly to the Sikta (?) form of religion. It records
that a person built a temple for Vishnu, the Sapta Mat-
tikas and a well of drinking water,

5. RErap stone pillar inscription of Budhagupts,
G. E. 165(484-5 A. D.) Erection of a dhvajastambba to
Jandrdhana by a Mabardjh Matrivishnn and his younger
brother Dhanyavigshpu.

6. Khéh copper plates of MahArdja Samkshobha.
G, E. 209(528-9 A. D. [begins with the famous ‘‘ twelve-
Jettered mauntrs ” (Om namobhagavate Vasudevdya), of
the Bbigavatas],

7. Khéh copper plate of Mahdrdji Jaganitha G. E.
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177 (496-7 A, D.) Grant of the village of Dhavashandi-
ka to a number of Brihmanas for the purpose of a temple of
Bhagavin.

8. Khob copperplates of Mahargjd Sarvandtha G, E,
192 (512-3 A- D.)

9. Gadhwa stone inscription of G. E. 148 (467-8).
found in the Dagivatra temple.

References to Siva-cult,

1. TUdasyagiri cave inscription of Chandragupta II.
undated. Records the excavation of a shrine of Sambhu.

2. Bilsad stone inseription of Kumdragupta of G. E.
96 (415-6 A. D) Records the building of a number of
minor buildings in the temple of Swamt MahAsens.

3. Bibar pillar of Skandagupta.

4. Mandasor pillar of Yagodharma,

5. Kosam (Kausimbi) inseription on the stone image.
of the time of Bbimavarma G, E. 139 (458-9 A, D.)

These facts show how much these two cults were advan-
ced in the Fifth century A. D. and that they must have
had behind them many centuries of development.

We shall now discuss the fundamental tenets
of the A g ama schools.

i TheSaktaorDeviAgama

(The 77 Agamas of this School are sub-
divided into three, (1) § Subhagamas, also
called Samaya, which teach practices leading
to knowledge and liberation (2) 64 Kaula-
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