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LIST OF

ABBREVIATIONS

Agni Parana.
Brahmanda Piirana.

Aff

Bd
Bhag
Br

Bhagavata Purana.

Brahm

Brahmana.

Brahma Purana.

Brhadd

Brhaddevata.

BV

Brahmavaivarta Purana.

DKA

'

Gar

Dynasties of the Kali Age.'

Garuda Purana.

Hv
JA08
JASB
JEAS

Harivam^a.
Journal of American Oriental Society.
Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal.
Journal of Eoyal Asiatic Society.

Ktir

Kurma

Lg
Mark

Linga Purana.

Mat

Matsya Purana.

MBh

Jlahribharata.

Pad

Padma

Eaghuv

RaghuvamSa.

Purana.

]\Iarkandeya Purana.

Purrina.

Ram

Ramayana.

Rigv

Rigveda.

SEE

Sacred Books of the East.

Siv

Siva Purana.

Up

Upanisad.

Va

Vam

Vayu Purana.
Vamana Purana.

Var
Vedarth

Vedarthadlpika.

Vis

Visnu Purana.

VN

Vrhannaradlya Purana.

Varaha Purana.

Other abbreviations are readily

intelligible.
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CHARACTER OF THE GENEALOGIES

or succession

^

for even the first does not always

mean

Absolute

it.

precision in genealogical details can hardly be expected

and

not

is

Kings who were celebrated
are well known by name, and the names of others are mainly useful
as marking steps in descent, so that it is not material whether
indispensable for historical purposes.

names are perfectly

insignificant

which

is

best supported

is

correct.

In such cases the name

adopted, and the question of

names

is

dealt with in chapter XI.

The

fact that the genealogies of

some dynasties are

fuller

than

those of others will not be a serious bar chronologically, because

synchronisms (which will be discussed in chapters XII to
fix

XIV)

the positions of the chief kings, and other kings will

approximate position accordingly
lists

;

and thus

are incomplete or gaps occur.

unattainable, yet

it

may

be

possible

Though
to

it

will

fall into

will appear

where

absolute accuracy

is

reach an approximation

working purposes.

sufficient for

CHAPTER

VIII

THE SOLAR RACE
Aijodliyd Dyiiady.

The genealogy
applied the

Aiksvakas,
the whole
gives the

of the kings of

titles,
is

list
list

the 'Solar

given by

many

to

to

whom

were especially

the Iksvakus, Aiksvakus or

authorities.

of kings more or

down

Ayodhya,

i-ace',

Thirteen Puranas give

The Ramayana
The Mahabharata mentions

less completely.^

Rilma twice.^

the early part as far as Drdhfisva,* and other small portions else'
Thus Ajamldlia, Eksa and Samvarana in the main Paurava line were
not three successive kings ; as the table of genealogies in chap. XII
shows. Genealogies also were intentionally abbreviated ; cf. the Aiksvaku
line in Ag 5, 3 ; Gar i, U3, 2-3.
Bd iii, 63, 8-214. Va 88, 8-213. Br 7, 44 to,8, 94. Hv 11, 660
to 15, 832.
Mat 12, 25-57. Pad v, S, 130-62. Siv vii, GO, 33 to CI,
Lg i, 6'5, 31 to W, 45. Kui' i, 20, 10 to 31, 60. Vis iv, 2, 3 to
73.
kg 272, 18-39. Gar i, 138, 17-44. Bhag ix, ij. 4 to 12. 9.
4, 49.
Also Saura Upapurana, 30, 32-73.
Earn i, 70, 21-44 ii, 110, 6-35.
•
'WR\i\\\,201, 13515-19; 203. 13614-22.
-'

=>

:

RAMAYANA GENEALOGY ERRONEOUS
where.i

The Raghuvariisa has much

Dillpa II to Agnivarna.^

of

91

the latter half, from

All these authorities are on the whole in

general agreement, so far as they extend, except the Ramayana.
Its

two

lists

are practically the same, but differ widely

Most

others.

names occur

of its

in the other

lists,

from the

but they ave

arranged in such absolutely different order that its lists cannot be
reconciled with the others.
There are thus two wholly distinct
genealogies, and it is necessary to examine which is more probably
right.

The Ramayana genealogy

is

open to great doubt, when considered

as a whole or examined in detail.

down

to

and

period,

It contains only some 35 kings

Rama, whereas the Puranas name some 63 kings
it will

•exhibited in the table of genealogies (chapter

manifestly defective in length.

Ramayana

alone should be

wrong; even the

in that

be seen from a comparison of the other dynasties

It

is

right and

XII) that

its list is

very improbable that the
all

the

other authorities

late Raghuvariisa accepting the latter

and rejecting

the former.

This conclusion

confirmed

is

We may first

detail.

Ramayana

notice

It omits

list.

when

the

lists

are examined in

what are undoubted omissions

Purukutsa and

in the

his son Trasadasyu,

they were kings of this line as the Mahabharata knows."

but

It omits

Hariscandra and his son Rohita, yet brahmanical books testify to

Again

both.*

it

story of Nala.°

omits Rtuparna, though he

Also

it

is

mentioned in the

omits Sudasa, yet admits his existence by

Kalmasapada Sauddsa in its second list, and contradicts
by saying Kalmasapada was son of Raghu j and the Mahabharata declares he was son of Sudasa.'' It omits Asmaka, who
according to that epic was Kalmasapada's son.'
As regards all
these kings the Puranas name them and are corroborated by the
other authorities mentioned above.
Next as regards the relationships and positions of kings. The

calling
itself

Bahu to Bhagiratha, MBh iii, 107, 9912-18: Br 78, 3-11, 40-7:
7 and 8 Ed iii, 47, 74 to 56, 32.
^ Dillpa II to Atithi in chap.
I-XVII; Nisadha to Sudar^aua in
XVIII and Agnivarna in XIX.
>

VN

:

;

'
'

*
«
'

iii,

98,

8606-8.

Altar Bralim

MBh
70,
MBh xiii, 6,
MBh 177,

vii, 3, 1

iii,

2766.

i,

6791.

326

:

f.

xiv, 50,

Sankhay Sr Sutia
1656

:

read witli

xv, 17-25.

i,

176 to 177.

RAMAYANA GENEALOGY ERRONEOUS
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Raniilyana places Ambarlsa three steps above Nabhaga^ but be was

Nabhaga

Nabbfiga's son, for Ambarlsa son of
It tells, moreover, the

epic.i

a story of Ambarlsa,^ and Ambarlsa
of Hariscandra

;
''

is

praised in th&

well-known story of Hariscandra

may

^

as

have been another name

making his son Nahusa
The Puranas say there were two Dillpas, one

but

instead of Rohita.

if so, it is

wrong

in

father of Bhaglratha and the other father or grandfather of Raghn,

Ramayana mentions only oneDilipa as father of Bhaglratha
One Dilipa was certainly father

but the

and great grandfather of Raghu.
of Bhaglratha,"'

and the Raghuvaiiisa

"

supports the Puranas that

Raghu was son of a Dilipa, who was necessaril\ a second Dilipa.
Further the Ramayana makes Raghu father of Kalmasapada and
places Aja twelve generations below Raghu, while the Puranas
make Aja son of Raghu. Now Kalmasapada was son of Sudasa,
even according to the Ramayana as shown above, and not son of
Raghu, and the Raghuvamsa (v, 35-6) corroborates the Puranas
that Raghu^s son was Aja.
Again, the Ramayana says Kalmasapada's

son

was Sankhana, but his son was Asmaka according
The
'
or Sarvakarman according to others.*

some Puranas

to

Mahuliharata corroborates the former of these statements
passage and the latter in another,' thus contradicting the
in either

in

one

Ramayana

and the Raghuvariisa (xviii, 21-2) confirms the
by saying that Sankhana was son of Vajranabha as

case;

contradiction

the Puranas state.

Further, the

Ramayana makes Kakutstha

son of Bhaglratha and

grandson of Dilipa, but the Puranas say he was son of Sasada, and

was the third

The Mahabharata corroborates

earliest king.

them,'"'

'
MBh iii. 1;J9, 10514 vii, 64, 2303-18; xli, :J9, 993-7. There was
another Ambarlsa, son of Manu's son Nabhaga (see infra), but the
Ambarlsa extolled in MBh was apparently the Ayodhyfi king.
;

^
Aitar Brilhm vii, 3, 1 f. Saiikhay Sr Sutra xv, 17-25: &c. See JRAS,
1917, 44 f., where the whole storj' is discussed.
^ Earn i, 01 and 02.
* Lg ii, ,5, 6.
'
MBh iii, 107, 9916-18.
" Raghuv
13-21.
iii,
Not every archaeological statement in the
:

Eaghuv

is correct, for it refers to Puspapura (i. e. Pataliputra) as existing
24) in Aja's time; and speaks of the Surasena king as a Nlpa (vi,
45-6), whereas the Surasena kingdom did not apparently exist then,
and its king could hardly have been a Nipa (see S. Paficala).
' Va 88, 177.
Bd iii, 03, 176-7. Vis iv, 4, 38 &c.

(vi,

'

'

:

«
"
'»

Mat

Br 8, 82. Hv 15, 816-17: &c.
i, 177, 6787-91
xii, 49, 1792-3.
iu, 201, 13515-16.

12, 46.

MBh
MBh

:

RAMAYANA GENEALOGY ERRONEOUS
and the Raghuvniiisa supports tbem
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in saying (vi, 71-4) that

from
Kakutstha and that Dihpa
was his descendant. The Ramayanaand the Puranas have a group
of five kings, Sudarsana, Agnivarna, Sighra, Maru and Prasusruta,
and the Ramayana makes them anterior to Rama, while the
Puranas pnt them long after him. Similarly it places three others,
liis

time the kins^s had borne the

title

Sahkhana, Dhruvasandhi and Susandhi, before Rama, while the
Puranas make them his descendants. As regards these last three

and Sudarsana and Agniivarna the Raghuvamsa^ corroborates the
Puranas that they were long after Rama, and so also as regards
the three others in that

it

does not notice them, because

it

closes

account with Agni^'arna and they succeeded him.

its

It thus appears that wherever

yana and Puranic

lists

of the

it is

Rama-

possible to check the

Ayodhya dynasty by

~t

other authorities

Rama-

those authorities corroborate the Puranas and contradict the

Hence the Ramayana genealogy must be put aside as
erroneous, and the Puranic genealogy accepted.
This is not sur-

yana.

because the Ramayana is a brahmanical poem, and the
brahmans notoriously lacked the historical sense.
The Purana lists all agree fairly down to Mandhatr, though with
much variation in some names and here the Mahabharata list also
With Mandhatr there is some variation. He had three
agrees.
From
well-known sons, Purukutsa, Ambarisa and Mucukunda.^
Ambartsa came the Harita brahmans (chapter XXIII). Mueukunda
was a famous king,^ and of him the fable is told that he went to
sleep in a cave and slept on till awakened by Kalayavana, who had
pursued Krsna into it ; then he killed Kala, and marvelled at the
degeneracy of mankind.* Purukutsa's son was Trasadasyu^ who
continued the main line. All then fairly agree, subject to some
omissions, down to Saudasa Kalmasapada, but between him and
Dilipa II Khatvanga " two different versions occur, where the names
thus the Brahma, Harivathsa, Matsya, Padma,
are all different
prising,

;

:

Siva and Agni generally insert
'

'

Eaghuv xviii and xix.
Mat and Pad add a fourth

five kings,

Sarvakarman, Anaranya,

son.

and pp. 41, 42. Also Hv 115, 6464 Vis
33, 18 f.: Br 196; 197: Pad vi, 373, 51-60.
^ Hv
Pad vi, 189, 73 273, 51-70. Vis v, 33, 26
115, 6464-88.
34, 5; Br 196, 16 to 197, 5.
^
Mat calls him Vasvda (for Trasada). Pad errs further.
"
Br and Hv wrongly call Dilipa I Khatvanga.
*

MBh

V, 131,

4467-9

:

:

;

v,

to

j
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Nighna, Anamitra with a Raghu, and Duliduba; but the seven
other Puranas name sis, Asmaka, Mulaka, Sataratha, Idavida (with

Vrddhasarman and Visvasaha.
It is not material
which version we adopt, because their number is practically the
same and none were important, but the latter group is supported
variations),

by the better texts and is preferable.^ From Dilipa II Khatvanga
to Dasaratha there is general agreement subject to some divergences ; and here the better texts make Dirghabahu ' father of
Raghu' instead of an epithet of Raghu, though the Raghuvamsa

From Dasaratha

omits him.

to

Ahinagu there

is

general agreement.

of some twenty
Sudhanvan) to Brhadbala who was killed by
Abhimanyu in the Bharata battle,^ agreeing generally in their
names, though some of the lists are incomplete towards the end.

After Ahinagu most of the Puranas give a

kings Paripatra

(or

Thus the Brahma

Maru

at

list

Nala

stops at

except that

it

(= Sahkhana)

mentions the

last

;

the Harivamsa

king Brhadbala

;

and

the Garuda at Prasusruta, where by the loss of some verses closing
it runs the two
making Prasusruta father of Udavasu of that line. But
six Puranas, the.Matsya, Padma, Lihga, Kurma, Siva and Agni,
differ completely, and all except the Siva name, instead of those

this

dynasty and introducing the Videha line

together

twenty,

six

other

kings,

Sahasrasva,

Candravaloka,

Tarapida,

The
The Lihga identifies Srutayus with
Brhadbala, the last in the former list. The former list is certainly
preferable for several reasons.
The table of royal genealogies
(chapter XII) shows that there must have been many more kings
than six and quite as many as twenty. The Raghuvamsa cor-

Candragiri, Bhanuseandra

Siva names only the

roborates

it

(with variations)

and Srutayus.

first.

as far as Agnivarna.

Some

of the kings in the long

and even in the Matsya which gives the
short list thus, it mentions Hiranyanabhin Kausalya as teacher
of king Krta of Dvimidha's line,^ and Maru as one who with
Devapi the Paurava will restore the ksatriyas at the end of this
list

are

named

elsewhere,

;

Kali age.*

Further Paripatra and his successors appear from

a comparison of their names to be meant by
^

An

'

MBh

explanation of this discrepiincy
vii, 47,

is

the Mahabharata

suggested in chap.

XXIV.

1864-83.

= Mat
Va 99, 190.
49, 75.
dealt with in chap. XIV.
* Mat 373, 56, and
33, 39 (read Maruh).

Va 99,
Ed iii,

Hv

30, 1081.

Vis

iv, 19,

13.

This

437, where read Maruh for Maiah.
Vis iv, 34, 45, 48.
74, 250.

is

Va

VIDEHA GENEALOGIES EXAMINED
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and his sons.^ On the other hand there is nothing,
know, to support the short list. The longer list of
twenty kings must therefore be accepted.

story of Parilcsit
as far as I

The VuleJia Bijnasty.
This dynasty was descended from Iksvaku's son

Nimi (or Nemi)^
and so was a branch of the Solar race.* It is
given by five Puranas, and its early part down to Siradhvaja by the
Ramayana.' All are in substantial agreement down to Siradhvaja,
except that the Garuda, as mentioned above, omits the first two
kings and makes Udavasu of this dynasty son of Prasusruta of
Ayodhya. The Puranas fairly agree about the rest of the genealogy,
except that after Sakuni the Visnu, Garuda and Bhagavata insert
twelve kings, Anjaiia to Upagupta, whom the Vayu and Brahmanda omit. No doubt these three Puranas are right and the
who

is

two

latter

called Videha,^

have

lost this portion, because the table of genealogies,

with the synchronisms, shows that there must have been

many

more kings than the Vayu and Brahmanda have.
Kusadhvaja was Siradhvaja's brother and was king of Sahkasya,
The
as the Puranas generally say and also the Ramayana."
Bhagavata confuses the genealogy here, and gives Kusadhvaja's
Its account is supported by the Visnu in a story
successors thus.
and Khandikya,'' and may be true.
Kesidhvaja
about
Kusadhvaja
1

Dhai-madhva.ia

I
I

Mitadhvaja

Krtadhvaja

I

I

Khandikya

KeSidhvaja

MBh

Vyusita^va of this list is different
192, 13145-78, 13198.
MBh i, 121, 4686, who was a Panrava.
= Va 89, 4.
Bd iii, 64, 4. Vis iv, 5, 12.
Va 88, 9 89, 1, 3.
* Gar i, 139, 1 says so expressly.
'
Bd iii. 64, 1-24. Va 89, 1-23. Vis iv, 5, 11-14. Gar i, 138, 4458.
Bhag ix, 13. Earn i, 71, 3-20 but vii, 57, 18-20 gives a fabulous
beginning.
»
Earn i, 70, 2-3 ; 71, 14-16, 19. Bd iii, 64, 18-19 and Va 89, 18
:—
invert two lines and corrupt Sankaiya ; they should read thus
1

iii,

from Vynsita^va of
;

:

bhrata Ku^adhvajas tasya Sanka^yadhipatir nrpah
Siradhvajat tu jatas tu Bhanuman nama Maithilah.
'

Vis

vi, 6,

7 to

7,

104.

