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38 SOME OF THE CUSTOMS OP THE KONDS.

This was the invariable custom amon^ the Konds

till recently. Several people still living have witnessed

this inhuman custom with their own eyes. It is the

opinion of many that this cruel custom is still prevalent

in some remote villages among the hills, notwith-

standing the vigilance of the British Government.

Kuvi Songs

I'he Kuvi loves songs at all times, and at all places ;

it may be at bright midday or in the dark of the night,

outside on their fields sitting upon some broken tree or in

their houses. The common instruments are especially

two, a self-made fiddle and bow and a self-made flute.

Besides these they have different kinds of drums, but these

are mostly only used on their festival days, whilst the

fiddle and especially the flute may be heard daily near

these villages.

The Kuvi Kond has a number of different tunes but

all suffer under the same defect, which is shortness.

There is really only one line of tune for each hymn.

This will be repeated ten to fifty times, when the head

singer suddenly changes the tune and begins with another

one, in which all accord unanimously. As far as the

shortness of tunes is concerned, the Kuvi lyrics will find it

rather a hard task to force its way into more civilised or

into Christian assemblies.

Anyhow I have tried to give to my Kuvi Christians

some hymns in their own language and with their own

melodies.

I
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To give a small introduction into these lyrics, some
of these tunes may follow :

—

No.
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